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ENCOURAGING FACTS ðA RISING CONTINENT 



ENCOURAGING FACTS ðDEMOCRACY 

ÁMore than 100 

elections in the last 5 

years which have led to 

democratictransitions 

in several countries; 

e.g. Burkina Faso, 

Angola,  etc.

ÁRise of  civil society 

organizations as major 

actors in the public 

space.   

Source: World Bank, 2017
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ENCOURAGING FACTS ðSUSTAINED GROWTH 

Source: IMF, WEO, 2017

Rank Country

Real GDP 

Growth Rate

1 Macao SAR 13.4

2 Ethiopia 8.5

3 Côte d'Ivoire 7.6

4 Nepal 7.5

5 Myanmar 7.2

6 Bangladesh 7.1

7 Djibouti 7

8 Cambodia 6.9

9 Lao P.D.R. 6.9

10 China, People's Rep. of 6.8

11 Senegal 6.8

12 Guinea 6.7

13 India 6.7

14 Philippines 6.6

16 Tanzania 6.5

17 Turkmenistan 6.5

19 Burkina Faso 6.4

20 Vietnam 6.3
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Sustained economic growth in some countries (17 countries with growth rates above 5% in 
2017) and sometime outperforming the rest of  the world (7 countries among the 20 
worldõs fastest growing economies)
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ENCOURAGING FACTS ðEXPORTS & DIVERSIFICATION

Part of this growth is due to commodityprices,

yet many other performerswithout oil or other

mineral wealth: e.g. Cote dõIvoire,Ethiopia,

Rwanda,Senegal,etc.

Increasing exports flows towards emerging markets (e.g. 

China, India, Turkey, Brazilé) and within Africa (17% of  

Africaõs total exports in 2015, up from 10% in 1995)Source: Deloitte, 2015

Source: UNCTAD, 2013
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ENCOURAGING FACTS ðDEMOGRAPHICS

Potential demographic 

dividend: 

Á Today: 1 billion youth

Á By 2050: close to 2 

billion youth

Á In the meantime, labor 

force in other parts of  

the world will decline

Á 40% of  Africans live in 

urban areas in 2014; this 

figure will reach 56% in 

2050
Source: Visual Capitalist, 2016 7



ENCOURAGING FACTS ðTHE RISE OF THE MIDDLE CLASS

ÁAverage income increased by about 30% over the past 10 years (as compared 
to 20% of  decrease between 1980 and 2000)

ÁBy 2060, 43% of  Africans will belong to the middle or upper classes, 
implying considerably higher demand for goods and services

Source: Pwc, 2017 Source: Brookings 2016
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ENCOURAGING FACTS ðRETAIL & CONSUMPTION

2017 Global Retail Development Index African retail value òstagesó

Source: Global RetailIndex, 2017

Source: Global ATKearney, 2017
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By 2030, combined consumer and business spending is expected to reach 

$6.7 trillion


