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Highlights of the Covid-19 Situation in Africa as d October 18, 2028

* Globally, the total number of confirmed Covid-19 caes reached 39,898,689 as of October
18, 2020, the majority of which (31.1%) were in Asi, followed by North America (24.5%),
South America (22.4%)and Europe (17.9%). The number of new cases reported globally in
the review week amounted to 2,494,400. To date, 27,436,592 cases have recovered, representing
68.8% of confirmed Covid-19 cases. The number of global deaths reached 1,112,588, of which
36,740 were recorded in the past week. The number of global active cases stands at 11,349,509.

» Africa accounted for 4.1% of the total global cases3.6% of deaths, 4.9% of recovered cases
and 2.2% of active cases as of October 18, 2020.

» As of Sunday October 18, 2020, more than 17.0 mdl people had been tested for Covid-
19 in Africa, of which over 1.3 million tests wereconducted in the week under reviewThe
majority (26.7%) of these tests were conducted in South Africa, followed by Morocco (17.8%),
Ethiopia (8.2%), Egypt (3.9%), Kenya (3.6%), Nigeria (3.4%) and Rwanda (3.1%), which
collectively accounted for 66.8% of the tests conducted in Africa

» Considering tests in relation to population size, Muritius leads with 205,205 tests per 1
million people, followed by Cabo Verde (158,768), Botswana (109,266), Gabon (94,567),
Djibouti (83,164), Morocco (82,366) and South Africa (76,708). The average tests per 1 million
peoplein Africa, stands at 12,744, which is an increase of 8.5% over the past week.

» Tests per case in Africa stand at 10.4 as of Octab28, 2020, indicating that there is one
confirmed case for every 10 tests conducted, compt to 18.5 global averageRegionaly,
the values for tests per case were 18.7 for East Africa, 15.6 for Central Africa, 12.3 for West
Africa, 10.6 for North Africaand 7.6 for Southern Africa

» As of October 18, 2020, the total number of confirmd cases in Africa reached 1,646,268
Majority of these cases (48.3%) were reported in Southern Africa, followed by North Africa at
26.1%, West Africaat 11.2%, East Africaat 10.8%, and Central Africaat 3.5%. Southern Africa
was the region with the highest number of cases, with 88.5% of those cases reported in the nation
of South Africa; the remaining countries of the region being among the least affected.

» South Africa, Morocco, Egypt, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Algeria, Libya, Ghana, Kenya and
Tunisia together account for 83.2% of the cases iAfrica, as of October 18, 2020Five
countries with the lowest number of cases are the Seychelles, Mauritius, Eritrea, Comoros and
Burundi; cases ranging between 149 in Seychelles and 542 in Burundi. Considering popul ation
size, Cabo Verde, South Africa, Libya, Djibouti and Eswatini are the five countries with the
highest number of confirmed cases per million people; rates ranging from 14,095 in Cabo Verde
to 5,035 in Eswatini.

2 Tanzania has not released data on Covid-19 since May 08, 2020.
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In the week under review, a total of 67,484 new cas were reported in Africa, which is a
5.7% increase compared to the new cases recordedthre previous week. These new cases
in Africa account for 2.7% of the weekly new casesecorded globally. The North Africa
region accounted for 55.7% of the weekly new cases in Africa, followed by Southern Africa
(24.7%), East Africa (13.7%), West Africa (5.1%), and Central Africa (0.8%).

As of October 18, 2020, a total of 39,746 deathsdhbeen reported in Africa since the start
of the pandemic, of which 50.6% were in Southern Aica, 31.2% in North Africa, 8.5% in
East Africa, 6.8% in West Africa and 2.8% in Centrd Africa . South Africa, Egypt, Morocco,
Algeria, Ethiopiaand Nigeriaare the six countries with the highest reported deaths due to Covid-
19; deaths ranging between 18,471 in South Africaand 1,125 in Nigeria. A total of 1,638 new
deaths were reported in the week under review, which is an increase of 2.5% compared to the
preceding week. As of October 18, 2020, Eritrea and the Seychelles are the only countries in
Africanot to have reported any deaths since the onset of the pandemic.

The case fatality rate (CFR), deaths per confirmeaases, for Africa stands at 2.4% in the
review period, which is lower than the global averge of 2.8%.However, the CFR in Africa
has increased since its level of 2.1% in July 2020, while the global average CFR is on a
continuous decline. Regionally, West Africa has the lowest CFR at 1.5%, followed by Central
Africaand East Africaat 1.9%, while North Africaat 2.9% and Southern Africaat 2.5% recorded
higher CFR than the African average. Higher than or equal to the global average CFRs have been
recorded in twelve African countries, namely Chad (6.7%), Sudan (6.1%), Liberia (6.0%), Niger
(5.7%), Egypt (5.8%), Mai (3.9%), Angola (3.2%), Algeria (3.4%), Gambia (3.2%), Sierra
Leone (3.1%), Maawi (3.1%) and Zimbabwe (2.8%).

As of October 18, 2020, the number of recovered aasin Africa reached 1,354,438, which
is 82.3% of its total confirmed casesWest Africa (92.3%), Southern Africa (89.1%), and
Central Africa (88.0%) have recorded higher recovery rates than the average for Africa, while
North Africa (74.3%) and East Africa (58.8%) showed relatively lower recovery rates. In the
week under review, 50,972 newly recovered cases were reported.

As of October 18, 2020, the total number of activeases in Africa stands at 252,084, which
is an increase of 14,874 cases over the previouskieAfricastarted to seean increasein active
cases in the past three weeks, after experiencing a decline over the preceding seven consecutive
weeks. The previous decline was due to a higher number of recoveries compared to newly
recorded cases within the period. Four countries, namely South Africa (50,779 cases), Ethiopia
(45,136), Tunisia(34,884), and Morocco (26,732) jointly accounted for 62.5% of the active cases
as of October 18, 2020.
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Highlights of the Covid-19 Situation in Central Africa as of October 18, 2020

* As of Sunday, October 18, 2020, the number of totalases in the Central Africa
region reached 57,788The region reported 560 new cases in the review week, which
isal1.6% increase compared to the new cases reported in the preceding week. The total
number of deaths reported reached 1,109, recording 29 new deaths in the review week.
The number of total recovered cases reached 50,849, of which 481 were newly
recovered cases during the review week. The total number of active cases stands at
5,830, which is an increase of 50 cases in the review week.

« Cameroon accounted for 37.1% of the total cases ant?.5% of the new cases in

the region during the week under reviewChad has the lowest number of total cases
in theregion at 1,379.

* The average case fatality rate (CFR) for the regiorstands at 1.9%. The highest
CFR in the region was reported in Chad at 6.7% andhe lowest in Gabon at 0.6%
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Highlights of the Covid-19 Situation in East Africaas of October 18, 2020

* As of Sunday, October 18, 2020, the number of totahses in the East Africa region
reached 177,598The region reported 9,233 new cases in the review week, which isa
4.3% increase compared to the number of new cases reported in the preceding week.
The total number of deaths reported reached 3,395, recording 138 new deaths in the
review week. The number of total recovered cases reached 104,500, of which 7,228
were newly recovered cases during the review week. The total number of active cases
stands at 69,703, which is an increase of 1,867 casesin the review week.

» Ethiopia accounted for 50.2% of the total cases an8i2.4% of the new cases in the
region during the week under review Seychelles has the |lowest number of total cases
in the region at 149.

* The average case fatality rate (CFR) for the regiorstands at 1.9%. The highest
CFR in the region was reported in Sudan at 6.1% andhe lowest in Eritrea and
Seychelles, where no deaths have been reported t@tel
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Highlights of the Covid-19 Situation in North Africa as of October 18, 2020

* As of Sunday, October 18, 2020, the number of totalases in the North Africa
region reached 430,398The region reported 37,588 new cases in the review week,
which is 1.2% higher compared to the new cases reported in the preceding week. The
total number of deaths reported reached 12,418, recording 688 new deathsin the review
week. The number of total recovered cases reached 319,575, of which 20,966 were
newly recovered cases during the review week. The total number of active cases stands
at 98,405, which isan increase of 15,934 cases in the review week.

« Morocco accounted for 40.3% of the total cases artsb.5% of the new cases in the
region during the week under reviewMauritania has the lowest number of total cases
in the region at 7,608.

* The average case fatality rate (CFR) for the regiorstands at 2.9%. The highest
CFR in the region was reported in Egypt at 5.8% andhe lowest in Tunisia and
Libya at 1.5%.
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Highlights of the Covid-19 Situation in Southern Afica as of October 18, 2020

As of Sunday, October 18, 2020, the number of tota@lases in the Southern Africa
region reached 795,446The region reported 16,647 new cases in the review week,
which is a 16.6% increase compared to the new cases reported in the preceding week.
The total number of deaths reported reached 20,123, recording 744 new deaths in the
review week. The number of total recovered cases reached 708,691, of which 14,881
were newly recovered cases during the review week. The total number of active cases
stands at 66,632, which is an increase of 1,022 casesin the review week.

South Africa accounted for 88.5% of the total caseand 68.0% of the new cases in
the region during the week under review Mauritius has the lowest number of total

casesintheregion at 417.

The average case fatality rate (CFR) for the regiostands at 2.5%. The highest CFR
in the region was reported in Angola at 3.2% and tk lowest in Botswana at 0.4%.
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Highlights of the Covid-19 Situation in West Africaas of October 18, 2020

As of Sunday, October 18, 2020, the number of totahses in the West Africa region
reached 185,038The region reported 3,456 new cases in the review week, which is
15.9% higher compared to the new cases reported in the preceding week. The total
number of deaths reported reached 2,701, recording 39 new deaths in the review week.
The number of total recovered cases reached 170,823, of which 7,416 were newly
recovered cases during the review week. The total number of active cases stands at
11,514, which is adecline of 3,999 casesin the review week.

Nigeria accounted for 33.2% of the total cases ang84.0% of the new cases in the
region during the week under review Niger has the lowest number of total casesin
theregion at 1,210.

The average case fatality rate (CFR) for the regiorstands at 1.5%. The highest
CFRs in the region are reported in Liberia at 6.0%and the lowest in Guinea and
Cote d’lvoire at 0.6%.
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Burkina Faso: Total Active Cases
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